Talukdars' men to maintain the siege5 but on the
morning of the 26th? when the rearguard was, for
the time, cut off. and many of the wounded had
been butchered, the remaining rebels sent the heads
of the slain after their retreating allies and induced
them to return. It was not long before the extended
position was closely invested, and it was clear that
any attempt of the garrison and the relieving force
to cut their way out must be at best attended bv
heavy losses. For the present Outram had to be
content with clearing the ground and exploring the
possibilities of evacuation.
Meanwhile the survivors of the Indian troops in
Inglis* garrison had been thanked on parade for their
services and. with a few exceptions, promoted.
Several were decorated with the Order of British
India, and the Pensioners had their pensions
doubled. The only Indian soldiers who received
nothing were the Sikh troopers, who had been
suspect throughout the siege. It was left to Govern-
ment to reward the European troops in their own
time, and some of the men were not best pleased at
the thought of waiting for their due. They forgot
that, whereas the Europeans had, after all, been
fighting for their own hand, there had been little
but the sentiment of loyaltj" to keep the Indians at
their side, and they were heard to grumble: 'Damn
those black fellows! There they go as usual, petted
and rewarded, while we gets nothing.' ,
On the 27th September a sortie was made from the
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